Determining Peanut Pod Maturity and Estimating the Optimal Digging Date
Using Pod Mesocarp Color for Digging Virginia Market Type Peanut
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Factors influencing the decision to dig

= Pod maturity (infloenced by vaniety and environmental condifions and plant healih)
= Heat unit sccumialation snd soil moisiure
Ik . * Peanui acreage, expecially relaime bo other crops
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Influence of discase on the digging decision
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= Soll conditions and wesher forecast (ke iood ol Frosty
= [iscase pressure (balonee beiween pod loss and inercased pod Al and pod weight)
* Digging, combining, hauling. and drying capacitics

Digging date’s infleence on yield and market grades for the Virginia market type
warlely Gregory planted May 5 2003, ai the Peanui Belt Research Statlon located
meir Lewiston-Woodville, MC. Data are presented as perceat of maslim.

([ L 1
o
' | Y
| | w g Y
w S Wi
& w e &
i B ik ¥
A m iu i
i |
iR
] e Loy

Frivend il swmus
ENEERESE

1%l wiwld (BT S i) Vamy psls
lerar]

| A |

research suppests that extremely high levels of discase ane necded 1o justify
Peg sirength and time required to reach optimum materity will also influesce |

= CHRE (Mack rood rod), al leasy 40 percend discase
= White mobd or Sclerotinin blight. al least 50 percent discase
= Web blotch and leal spot, uf lesst 50 pencent defoliation

Freere damage, ofien referred 1o as frost domage. can greatly affect peanst «
Mavor, ond masket value, Digging within 3 days prior 10 on expectod frost i

window for digging peanut b greaber than 3 days,

Diseases can dramatically affect pod shed und subsequent yicld loss. However,

Early digging is not justified if plants have tomato spotted will Early digging b

Influence of freeze potential on the digyl

even when good drying conditions exist, Poor drying conditions will exicnd the
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